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This small frame building was originally
located on the northeast corner of Water Street
and Liberty Street, and was used by Enoch George
Benton as a shoe store, 1In 1909, Benton constructed
a new two story brick store, and the old building
was moved across Water Street by Harry Chambers,
who placed it on the rear of his lot on Liberty
Street,

Of frame construction, the original building
is 15 feet wide and 18 feet deep, with the gable
end turned to the street, facing north. There is
a double door in the center of this wall flanked
by one 1/1 window on either side., A circular
opening above the door in the center of the gabie
was covered over when the early weatherboard sidingA
was‘covered with wood shingles. There are no
openings on the west wall. Two windows in the east
wall have been covered from the inside and are
fitted on the outside with handsome 19th century
paneled shutters. These have flush panels with
beaded edges.ijkoof is low in pitch, constructed
with reused lumber and nailed with machine nails.

It is covered with corrugated metal roofing. The
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

eaves are finished with a box cornice and crownmold

“that is also carried up the gable eaves.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small shop building was originally located
on the northeast corner of Water and Liberty Street
and was used as a shoe store by Enoch George Benton.
When Benton constructed a new brick store with a
decorative tin front (QA-318), the old store was
moved across Water Street by Harry Chambers,

A The primary significance of the building lies in
its association with E. G. Benton and as an example
of a small, modest commerc1al buildlng that must
havéﬂbéény¥elatlvely common in ihe 19th’Eéntury,wwL
but has all but disappeared today. The paneled

exterlor shutterq on the east wall are the only

" N T R

details of archltectural 51gn1flcance.
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Survevor

OAGANIZATION D DATE
Cueen Anne's County Historical Society 10/8/80
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Centreville Maryland

Field Notebook QA-XIII; Recorded November 1, 1979.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purpcses only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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QA-417

Original Benton Shoe Shop
Water Street

Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980

View from Northeast
e f—




